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the greater part of whatever success it can
boast. There is some evidence that under
this treatment pain may be relieved, and
there is little doubt that patients attain a
calmer, happier and more confident frame of
mind, however hopeless their disease may be.
Their outlook on life is improved, their
thoughts are directed into other channels, and
the pain is forgotten, or hindered from rising
into consciousness.

Yet there are certain dangers connected
with the process, to which attention should be
called. It is well to remember that, in cases
such as incurable cancer, false hopes are being
raised, and the patient is deluded into a vain
belief that he will recover. How far this is
justifiable is a matter for philosophical discussion;
moreover it is true that most doctors
allow their patients to delude themselves
with the same vain hopes. Still, it might be
better that ministers of religion should strive
for the spiritual welfare of their charges,
rather than help directly to maintain these
delusions as to physical conditions.

More important still is the possibility that
treatment, that might be effective in the early
stage of a disease, may be postponed until too
late, in order that a trial may be given to
Spiritual Healing. It is all very well to say
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