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recovery. Spiritual processes are blessed with
plenty of common-sense: they leave off,
when it becomes downright foolishness to go
on. Let them leave what remains of me, and
start again round another centre.

They who desire, extravagantly, to put
'spiritual healing' among the methods of the
Christian ministry, seem to me to be losing
sight of this fact, that common-sense is an
essential part of the spiritual life. Common-sense
tells me, that as I was intended to live,
so I am intended to die. I cannot see any
reason, human or divine, why I should live to
old age, and die of that. I would rather not:
anyhow, I see no reason why I should. God,
who brought me into the world by my
mother's pain, will some day put me out of the
world, by my own pain. He is in no sense
more on the side of life than on the side of
death. I have been looking at the 'Order
for the Visitation of the Sick' in the Prayer-*book:
and I am quite sure that nobody now
could write anything half so sensible or so
majestical
. . . . Know this, that Almighty God
is the Lord of life and death, and of all things
to them pertaining, as youth, strength, health,
age, weakness, and sickness. Wherefore, whatsoever
your sickness is, know you certainly,
that it is God's visitation. And the prayer for
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