



	
	

	
	

	Page:Medicine and the church; being a series of studies on the relationship between the practice of medicine and the church's ministry to the sick (IA medicinechurchbe00rhodiala).pdf/96

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

case where there appeareth small hope of
recovery. The doctors have given the patient
up. God, in their opinion, has done the same.
The cleric will not say that, not in so many
words: Yet, he says, forasmuch as in all
appearance the time of his dissolution draweth
near, so fit and prepare him, we beseech Thee,
against the hour of death, that after his departure
hence in peace, and in Thy favour, his soul
may be received into Thine everlasting Kingdom.
The cleric does not pray for the patient's
recovery. He does not expect anything to
happen, save the patient's death. He will not
point-blank deny the possibility of a miracle:
but he neither asks for anything to happen, nor,
so far as I can see, wants anything to happen:
he only cares to be sure that the patient, who
is fast going, shall go the right way.

It is here, on this edge of time between
life and death, that the professional spiritual
healer loves to perform. He desires to make
something happen: he will not take it for
granted that nothing will happen.

His position is logical, and may be held in
absolute sincerity. Only, he is bound to tell
us what, in his experience, does happen: and
he is bound to tell us of every case of failure, or
partial failure. And we are bound to examine,
test, cross-examine, criticise, analyse, watch,
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