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INTRODUCTION




manuscript, now in the Palatine library at Rome, contains the entire thirty-eight chapters. 

The lamentable truth is that both parts of Gesner's MS. are at present lost. The precious codex may never have been reassembled and returned to Heidelberg, or it may have been lost in the journey to Rome or in the later passage of some of the Vatican treasures to Paris and back. It is no longer accessible to our inquiry. 







VI. Description of the Editio Princeps and the Manuscript Sources



 
The first edition is a small 8vo volume, clearly printed on good paper and in an elegant Greek fount. It has none of the magnificence of some early classics and, like the small Elzevirs, is clearly intended for the pocket. A good copy, like Bywater's in the Bodleian Library, measures 6.5 in. by 3.9 in. The pagination is as follows: 


Latin title, verso blank: M. ANTONI/NI IMPERATORIS / ROMANI ET PHILOSOPHI / De seipso seu vita sua Libri xii, Graece / Latinè nunc primum editi, GVILIELMO XY/LANDRO Augustano interprete: / qui etiam Annotationes adiecit./ MARINI NEAPO-/LITANI DE PROCLI VITA/ET FOELICITATE LIBER: / Graecè Latiné-q̇; nunc primum publicatus, / Innominato quodam interprete / adiestis [sic] itidem Scholiis. / E BIBLIOTHECA ILLVSTRISSIMI / principis Othonis Henrici, / CVM PRIVILEGIO IN TRIENNIVM. / T1GVRI APVD ANDREAM / Gesnerum F. M.D.LIX.

Xylander's dedication follows, dated Heidelbergae Calendis Octobribus. Anno salutis 1558, and a translation of the Testimonia (6 leaves); Latin translation (pp. 1–200); Xylander's notes (13 leaves); title-page: Marini De Procli Vita etc.; verso, typographus lectori &c., Latin translation and notes (pp. 3–36), two blank leaves. 



Greek title, verso blank: ΜΑΡΚΟΥ / ΑΝΤΩΝΙΝΟΥ ΑΥ/ΤΟΚΡΑΤΟΡΟΣ ΚΑΙ ΦΙΛΟΣΟ/ΦΟΥ ΤΩΝ ΕΙΣ ΕΑΥΤΟΝ /
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