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VISITS TO CONCORD.



had added wide reading, and of the books most grateful
to her. She had read the Italian poets by herself, and
from sympathy. I said, that, by the leading part she
naturally took, she had identified herself with all the
elegant culture in this country. Almost every person
who had any distinction for wit, or art, or scholarship,
was known to her; and she was familiar with the
leading books and topics. There is a kind of undulation
in the popularity of the great writers, even of the first
rank. We have seen a recent importance given to
Behmen and Swedenborg; and Shakspeare has
unquestionably gained with the present generation. It is
distinctive, too, of the taste of the period, — the new vogue
given to the genius of Dante. An edition of Cary’s
translation, reprinted in Boston, many years ago, was
rapidly sold; and, for the last twenty years, all studious
youths and maidens have been reading the Inferno.
Margaret had very early found her way to Dante, and
from a certain native preference which she felt or
fancied for the Italian genius. The following letter,
though of a later date, relates to these studies: —






TO R. W. E.




‘December, 1842. — When you were here, you seemed
to think I might perhaps have done something on the
Vita Nuova; and the next day I opened the book, and
considered how I could do it. But you shall not expect
that, either, for your present occasion. When I first
mentioned it to you, it was only as a piece of Sunday
work, which I thought of doing for you alone; and
because it has never seemed to me you entered enough
into the genius of the Italian to apprehend the mind,
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