



	
	

	
	

	Page:Mother India.pdf/40

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

MOTHER INDIA




room for debate and where we need no interpreter and
no glossary.

The whole pyramid of the Hindu’s woes, material
and spiritual—poverty, sickness, ignorance, political
minority, melancholy, ineffectiveness, not forgetting
that subconscious conviction of inferiority which he forever bares and advertises by his gnawing and imaginative alertness for social affronts—rests upon a rock-bottom physical base. This base is, simply, his manner
of getting into the world and his sex-life thenceforward.

In the great orthodox Hindu majority, the girl looks
for motherhood nine months after reaching puberty[1]—or anywhere between the ages of fourteen and eight.
The latter age is extreme, although in some sections
not exceptional ; the former is well above the average.
Because of her years and upbringing and because countless generations behind her have been bred even as she,
she is frail of body. She is also completely unlettered,
her stock of knowledge comprising only the ritual of
worship of the household idols, the rites of placation
of the wrath of deities and evil spirits, and the detailed ceremony of the service of her husband, who is
ritualistically her personal god.

As to the husband, he may be a child scarcely older than herself or he may be a widower of fifty, when first he requires of her his conjugal rights. In any case, whether from immaturity or from exhaustion, he has small vitality to transmit.






	↑ Cf. post., p. 44.
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