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MRS. SIDDONS.



in the intervals of this operation, "it has perished—that
magnificent theatre! It is gone, with all its
treasures of every description; that library, which
contained all those immortal productions of our
countrymen; that wardrobe; the scenery. Of all
this vast treasure, nothing now remains but the
arms of England over the entrance of the theatre,
and the Roman eagle standing solitary in the market-*place."

All differences which were said to have arisen
between brother and sister were sunk and forgotten in
this crisis. Though she may have smiled at his sententiousness, and snubbed Mrs. Kemble's loud-voiced
expressions of grief, she now gave him efficient help
in reconstituting the theatre. The performances
of the company were transferred first to the Opera
House, and afterwards to the Haymarket Theatre.
Between September 12th, 1808, and May 6th, 1809,
she acted forty times. The wear and tear of this on a
woman of her years—she was now over fifty—must
have been great indeed. All seemed to turn to her,
to depend on her masculine strength of will and
energy.

Beside the anxiety of her profession, we find her
occupied with the future of her children. Letter after
letter could be quoted, showing the affectionate and
practical interest she took in their welfare, in spite of
the statement circulated, and believed in, that she bargained
and haggled with her son Henry as though he
were some manager with whom she was doing business.
She wrote on November 26th, 1808, to Mr.
Ingles on the subject of an expedition to Edinburgh,
to help her son in his theatrical venture there:—

"Independently of any other consideration, it is a
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