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Introduction, or why open access?



a staff member has published an article or book (even in a subscription
journal or with a traditional, toll-access press) he or she is encouraged
to add information about it to the repository and then to upload a
copy of the work in accordance with publisher policies (which can
stipulate a delay for the copy to be made open access: an ‘embargo’).
In instances where the publisher policy allows it, this work is
then made publicly available, thereby achieving green open access.
A surprising number of publishers allow authors to do this for journal
articles and there are now a variety of tools to allow authors to check
publisher policies, such as SHERPA/RoMEO, a project hosted at the
University of Nottingham in the UK that aggregates information on
journals.18 Fewer publishers allow this for books, though, as covered in
Chapter 4.

There are several ways, however, in which green open access on its
own can be a poor substitute when compared to gold. Unlike gold
open access, the version uploaded to a repository is not always the
ﬁnal publisher PDF, the ‘version of record’ (although some publishers do allow this). Furthermore, there is often (but not always and
not by necessity) a delay period before the author is allowed to
upload his or her work. This is usually stipulated to protect publisher
revenues. In many humanities disciplines where there are strict
normative citation standards to the version of record, green open
access can also be problematic if the pagination/content differs in the
green OA version. If there are lengthy embargoes, this can also
reduce the value of green open access in some ﬁelds of contemporary
study where the most current research is desired quickly.

A typical researcher workﬂow for a green open access deposit of a
journal article would be one in which I, as an author, submit my
article to a journal of my choice (including a traditional, toll-access
journal). The journal carries out its usual peer-review, copyediting
and typesetting procedures and publishes the article. At some time
during the process, I check the publisher policies using SHERPA/
RoMEO and create records on my institutional repository that carry
the information about the article. If allowed, I might also, at this
stage, upload my author version of the paper (the Word document
that was accepted by the journal), or even the publisher PDF, to the
repository. If the publisher speciﬁes that there is an embargo on the
release of material, I set this up in the repository, telling the software
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