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conditions of research publication. In order to answer ‘why the
Open Access movement?’ the latter socio-cultural context is more
pertinent.



Library budgets, the ‘serials crisis’ and over-supply

Various studies based on statistics from the Association of Research
Libraries show that the cost to academic libraries of subscribing to
journals has outstripped inﬂation by over 300% since 1986.25 Meanwhile, total library expenditure (i.e. budget for staff, services, technology and books) has outpaced inﬂation by only 79% over the same
period.26 While the humanities’ expenditure accounts for a smaller
portion of this ‘serials crisis’ than the natural sciences in absolute
terms, this rise is reﬂected proportionately in humanities journals.27
This budgetary problem has been fuelled not only by price increases,
but also by an explosion of research output over the past half-century. The effect of this serials crisis is one of the core motivators
for academic open-access advocates: as their libraries are unable to
afford the subscriptions, academic researchers and students at many
institutions come up against paywalls that hinder their ability to
conduct research and to teach/learn efﬁciently. This effect is not,
of course, felt uniformly: those at top, prestigious and wealthy institutions may not suffer from or notice this compared with their
colleagues at the poorer end of the ﬁnancial scale. However, even
Harvard University, one of the wealthiest institutions in the world,
has claimed that it cannot afford the material that it needs.28 Some,
like me, believe that this demonstrates that the economics of the
system are broken, while others think such a claim to be overstated.29
However, what certainly is true is that those without access to a well-endowed library, such as independent researchers or those at poorer
institutions, ﬁnd themselves locked out of a pay-to-read system if they
cannot afford the fees. There are, of course, mitigating aspects that
help with this. Although slow (thereby disadvantaging those without
direct access in terms of productivity), inter-library loans are one good
way in which a greater number of people can read work. This seems,
however, to be more of a patch that is designed to hold together a
system of subscription and purchase access, rather than an attempt to
address the underlying economic problems that prevent direct access.













[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Open_access_and_the_humanities_-_contexts,_controversies_and_the_future.pdf/31&oldid=8034249"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 24 August 2018, at 13:18.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






