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contributes to the ﬁnancial problems of the serials crisis outlined
above – an important point to register is that even under this mode
there is usually no ﬁnancial disincentive to a researcher in giving away
the copyright to his or her work.45 The same is not true, under a
subscription or sale system, for publishers. To demonstrate this,
consider that, under the current conditions of scholarly publishing,
be that books or journals, copyright is usually assigned by the
academic creator to a publisher. In most cases of journal publishing
this is done without ﬁnancial remuneration but is traded by the
academic for symbolic reputational capital and the services that the
publisher can provide. In the realm of books, publishers do pay
royalties to academics, but because the majority of these monographs
are not runaway trade successes, it is the reputational return that is
most frequently desired in this sphere also. The publisher then
retains that exclusive copyright and sells the packaged commodity
object (an article or book), most often back to university libraries.
Under the subscription economic model, therefore, it is publishers
who exercise the rights enshrined in the time-limited exclusivity of
the copyright monopoly to recover their labour costs and, in some
cases, to make a proﬁt.

The labours that must be compensated in publishing and that are
currently protected by such copyright arrangements are many and
varied. Publishers make a living through the sale of either journal
subscriptions or books, to which they claim they add value. As has
been most recently framed by Michael Bhaskar, at least three of these
value-adding functions are ‘ﬁltering’, ‘framing’ and ‘ampliﬁcation’.46
While it is impossible to recapitulate his entire argument here, one of
the most potent examples of the types of labour involved in these
processes lies in the age-old example of publishing as ‘making public’.
Is an article or a book ‘published’ if only one single copy exists and it is
put on a park bench? What about the printing of hundreds of copies of
an article or a book that, then, nobody reads? Truly to publish, in these
cases, requires some kind of ampliﬁcation so that readers will ‘hear’ the
content over the proliferation of noisy demands on their time. This
requires labour. The term ‘publishing’, then, hides a multiplicity of
labour activities that will be covered below, in Chapter 2. It is a
mistake to think that publishing is the simple placement of material
online and/or to think that it is labour-free, even in the digital age.
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