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Pharos



the sportive youth was in the act of pouring some
of the harbour water over two other Gippoes.
To enter into the Bishop's alarm we must remember
the difference between Northern and Southern conceptions of impiety. To the Northerner impiety is
bad taste. To the Southerner it is magic—the
illicit and accurate performance of certain acts,
and especially of sacramental acts. If the youth
had made any mistake in his baptismal ritual it
would not have mattered, it would have remained play.
But he was performing accurately what he
had no right to perform; he was saying,
"Me be bishop too,"
and
Heaven
alone
knew
the
theological
consequences.
"Stop! stop!"
the genuine article
cried.
It was too late. The water fell, the trick
was done 
. . . and
at the
same moment the
clergymen arrived, offering such apologies for their
unpunctuality as are usual among Egyptians.

It was long before lunch was served.
The culprits were summoned,
and
in
terrific
conclave
their conduct was discussed.
There was some
hope that
the
two
converts
were
Christians
already,
in which case nothing would have been affected.
But no. They had bowed the knee to Neptune hitherto.
Then were they Christians now? Or
were they horrid little demons who, outside or
inside the Church, would harm her equally?
The
sportive youth prevailed.
He won over the Bishop,
and calmed the clergymen's fears, and before
evening fell and the smoke on the Pharos turned
to a column of fire, it was settled that he had by his
play rendered two souls eligible for immortal bliss.
And his action had a more immediate consequence:
he never washed again. Taken into the Bishop's
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