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Whereof none knoweth how great the price is,

And fruit that comes not of the vine.



From boy's pierced throat and girl's pierced bosom

Drips, reddening round the blood-red blossom,

The slow delicious bright soft blood,

Bathing the spices and the pyre,

Bathing the flowers and fallen fire,

Bathing the blossom by the bud.



Roses whose lips the flame has deadened

Drink till the lapping leaves are reddened

And warm wet inner petals weep;

The flower whereof sick sleep gets leisure,

Barren of balm and purple pleasure,

Fumes with no native steam of sleep.



Why will ye weep? what do ye weeping?

For waking folk and people sleeping,

And sands that fill and sands that fall,

The days rose-red, the poppied hours,

Blood, wine, and spice and fire and flowers,

There is one end of one and all.



Shall such an one lend love or borrow?

Shall these be sorry for thy sorrow?

Shall these give thanks for words or breath?

Their hate is as their loving-kindness;

The frontlet of their brows is blindness,

The armlet of their arms is death.
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