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FAUSTINE.




And a sound as the sound of loud water

Smote far through the flight of the fires,

And mixed with the lightning of slaughter

A thunder of lyres.



Dost thou dream of what was and no more is,

The old kingdoms of earth and the kings?

Dost thou hunger for these things, Dolores,

For these, in a world of new things?

But thy bosom no fasts could emaciate,

No hunger compel to complain

Those lips that no bloodshed could satiate,

Our Lady of Pain.



As of old when the world's heart was lighter,

Through thy garments the grace of thee glows,

The white wealth of thy body made whiter

By the blushes of amorous blows,

And seamed with sharp lips and fierce fingers,

And branded by kisses that bruise;

When all shall be gone that now lingers,

Ah, what shall we lose?



Thou wert fair in the fearless old fashion,

And thy limbs are as melodies yet,

And move to the music of passion

With lithe and lascivious regret.

What ailed us, O gods, to desert you

For creeds that refuse and restrain?
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