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FAUSTINE.




Who embraced thee with awful embraces,

Our Lady of Pain?



Where are they, Cotytto or Venus,

Astarte or Ashtaroth, where?

Do their hands as we touch come between us?

Is the breath of them hot in thy hair?

From their lips have thy lips taken fever,

With the blood of their bodies grown red?

Hast thou left upon earth a believer

If these men are dead?



They were purple of raiment and golden,

Filled full of thee, fiery with wine,

Thy lovers, in haunts unbeholden,

In marvellous chambers of thine.

They are fled, and their footprints escape us,

Who appraise thee, adore, and abstain,

O daughter of Death and Priapus,

Our Lady of Pain.



What ails us to fear overmeasure,

To praise thee with timorous breath,

O mistress and mother of pleasure,

The one thing as certain as death?

We shall change as the things that we cherish,

Shall fade as they faded before,

As foam upon water shall perish,

As sand upon shore.
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