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THE SUNDEW.
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We are vexed and cumbered in earth’s sight

With wants, with many memories;

These see their mother what she is,

Glad-growing, till August leave more bright

The apple-coloured cranberries.



Wind blows and bleaches the strong grass,

Blown all one way to shelter it

From trample of strayed kine, with feet

Felt heavier than the moorhen was,

Strayed up past patches of wild wheat.



You call it sundew: how it grows,

If with its colour it have breath,

If life taste sweet to it, if death

Pain its soft petal, no man knows:

Man has no sight or sense that saith.



My sundew, grown of gentle days,

In these green miles the spring begun

Thy growth ere April had half done

With the soft secret of her ways

Or June made ready for the sun.



O red-lipped mouth of marsh-flower,

I have a secret halved with thee.

The name that is love’s name to me

Thou knowest, and the face of her

Who is my festival to see.
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