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Called her, saying, “Turn to me, O my Sappho;”

Yet she turned her face from the Loves, she saw not

Tears for laughter darken immortal eyelids,

Heard not about her



Fearful fitful wings of the doves departing,

Saw not how the bosom of Aphrodite

Shook with weeping, saw not her shaken raiment,

Saw not her hands wrung;



Saw the Lesbians kissing across their smitten

Lutes with lips more sweet than the sound of lute-strings,

Mouth to mouth and hand upon hand, her chosen,

Fairer than all men;



Only saw the beautiful lips and fingers,

Full of songs and kisses and little whispers,

Full of music; only beheld among them

Soar, as a bird soars



Newly fledged, her visible song, a marvel,

Made of perfect sound and exceeding passion,

Sweetly shapen, terrible, full of thunders,

Clothed with the wind’s wings.



Then rejoiced she, laughing with love, and scattered

Roses, awful roses of holy blossom;

Then the Loves thronged sadly with hidden faces

Round Aphrodite,
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