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Till I get righted of my wound and wrong

By changing counsel of ill-minded Zeus.

For of all other gods is none save me

Clothed with like power to build and break the year.

I make the lesser green begin, when spring

Touches not earth but with one fearful foot;

And as a careful gilder with grave art

Soberly colours and completes the face,

Mouth, chin and all, of some sweet work in stone,

I carve the shapes of grass and tender corn

And colour the ripe edges and long spikes

With the red increase and the grace of gold.

No tradesman in soft wools is cunninger

To kill the secret of the fat white fleece

With stains of blue and purple wrought in it.

Three moons were made and three moons burnt away

While I held journey hither out of Crete

Comfortless, tended by grave Hecate

Whom my wound stung with double iron point;

For all my face was like a cloth wrung out

With close and weeping wrinkles, and both lids

Sodden with salt continuance of tears.

For Hades and the sidelong will of Zeus

And that lame wisdom that has writhen feet,

Cunning, begotten in the bed of Shame,

These three took evil will at me, and made

Such counsel that when time got wing to fly

This Hades out of summer and low fields
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