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Hath set my feet to be upon his ways.

Now therefore for no painfulness of days

I shall put off this service bound on me.

Also, fair sir, ye know this certainly,

How God was in his flesh full chaste and meek

And gave his face to shame, and either cheek

Gave up to smiting of men tyrannous.

And here with a great voice this Gabalus

Cried out and said: By God's blood and his bones,

This were good game betwixen night and nones

For one to sit and hearken to such saws:

I were as lief fall in some big beast's jaws

As hear these women's jaw-teeth chattering;

By God a woman is the harder thing,

One may not put a hook into her mouth.

Now by St. Luke I am so sore adrouth

For all these saws I must needs drink again.

But I pray God deliver all us men

From all such noise of women and their heat.

That is a noble scripture, well I weet,

That likens women to an empty can;

When God said that he was a full wise man.

I trow no man may blame him as for that.

And herewithal he drank a draught, and spat,

And said: Now shall I make an end hereof.

Come near all men and hearken for God's love,

And ye shall hear a jest or twain, God wot.

And spake as thus with mouth full thick and hot;
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