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THE TWO DREAMS.




Some bitter kernel where the teeth shut hard:

Or as sweet music sharpens afterward,

Being half disrelished both for sharp and sweet;

As sea-water, having killed over-heat

In a man's body, chills it with faint ache;

So their sense, burdened only for love's sake,

Failed for pure love; yet so time served their wit,

They saved each day some gold reserves of it,

Being wiser in love's riddle than such be

Whom fragments feed with his chance charity.

All things felt sweet were felt sweet overmuch;

The rose-thorn's prickle dangerous to touch,

And flecks of fire in the thin leaf-shadows;

Too keen the breathèd honey of the rose,

Its red too harsh a weight on feasted eyes;

They were so far gone in love's histories,

Beyond all shape and colour and mere breath,

Where pleasure has for kinsfolk sleep and death,

And strength of soul and body waxen blind

For weariness, and flesh entoiled with mind,

When the keen edge of sense foretasteth sin.

Even this green place the summer caught them in

Seemed half deflowered and sick with beaten leaves

In their strayed eyes; these gold flower-fumèd eves

Burnt out to make the sun's love-offering,

The midnoon's prayer, the rose's thanksgiving,

The trees' weight burdening the strengthless air,

The shape of her stilled eyes, her coloured hair,
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