



	
	

	
	

	Page:Poems and ballads (IA poemsballads00swinrich).pdf/331

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

AHOLIBAH.
313



Yea, saidest thou, I will go up

When there is no more shade than one

May cover with a hollow cup,

And make my bed against the sun

Till my blood’s violence be done.



Thy mouth was leant upon the wall

Against the painted mouth, thy chin

Touched the hair’s painted curve and fall;

Thy deep throat, fallen lax and thin,

Worked as the blood’s beat worked therein.



Therefore, O thou Aholibah,

God is not glad because of thee;

And thy fine gold shall pass away

Like those fair coins of ore that be

Washed over by the middle sea.



Then will one make thy body bare

To strip it of all gracious things,

And pluck the cover from thine hair,

And break the gift of many kings,

Thy wrist-rings and thine ankle-rings.



Likewise the man whose body joins

To thy smooth body, as was said,

Who hath a girdle on his loins

And dyed attire upon his head—

The same who, seeing, worshipped,
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