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THE TRIUMPH OF TIME.
43



The loves and hours of the life of a man,

They are swift and sad, being born of the sea.

Hours that rejoice and regret for a span,

Born with a man's breath, mortal as he;

Loves that are lost ere they come to birth,

Weeds of the wave, without fruit upon earth.

I lose what I long for, save what I can,

My love, my love, and no love for me!



It is not much that a man can save

On the sands of life, in the straits of time,

Who swims in sight of the great third wave

That never a swimmer shall cross or climb.

Some waif washed up with the strays and spars

That ebb-tide shows to the shore and the stars;

Weed from the water, grass from a grave,

A broken blossom, a ruined rhyme.



There will no man do for your sake, I think,

What I would have done for the least word said.

I had wrung life dry for your lips to drink,

Broken it up for your daily bread:

Body for body and blood for blood,

As the flow of the full sea risen to flood

That yearns and trembles before it sink,

I had given, and lain down for you, glad and dead.



Yea, hope at highest and all her fruit,

And time at fullest and all his dower,
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