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LES NOYADES.
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Whatever a man of the sons of men

Shall say to his heart of the lords above,

They have shown man verily, once and again,

Marvellous mercies and infinite love.



In the wild fifth year of the change of things,

When France was glorious and blood-red, fair

With dust of battle and deaths of kings,

A queen of men, with helmeted hair,



Carrier came down to the Loire and slew,

Till all the ways and the waves waxed red:

Bound and drowned, slaying two by two,

Maidens and young men, naked and wed.



They brought on a day to his judgment-place

One rough with labour and red with fight,

And a lady noble by name and face,

Faultless, a maiden, wonderful, white.
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