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Faith were to slacken,—that unconscious faith

Which must, I know, yet be the corner-stone

Of all believing,—birds now flying fearless

Across would drop in terror to the earth;

Fishes would drown; and the all-governing reins

Would tangle in the frantic hands of God

And the worlds gallop headlong to destruction!



O God, I see it now, and my sick brain

Staggers and swoons! How often over me

Flashes this breathlessness of sudden sight

In which I see the universe unrolled

Before me like a scroll and read thereon

Chaos and Doom, where helpless planets whirl

Dizzily round and round and round and round,
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