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I shall but come into mine own againl"

Thus I to Life, and ceased, and spake no more,

But turning, straightway, sought a certain door

In the rear wall. Heavy it was, and low

And dark,—a way by which none e'er would go

That other exit had, and never knock

Was heard thereat,-bearing a curious lock

Some chance had shown me fashioned faultily,

Whereof Life held content the useless key,

And great coarse hinges, thick and rough with rust,

Whose sudden voice across a silence must,

I knew, be harsh and horrible to hear,—

A strange door, ugly like a dwarf.—So near

I came I felt upon my feet the chill



Of acid wind creeping across the sill.
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