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RUDIN




German poetry, German romanticism and philosophy, 
and he drew her after him into these 
forbidden lands. Unimagined splendours were revealed 
there to her earnest eyes from the pages 
of the book which Rudin held on his knee; a 
stream of divine visions, of new, illuminating 
ideas, seemed to flow in rhythmic music into her 
soul, and in her heart, moved with the high 
delight of noble feeling, slowly was kindled and 
fanned into a flame the holy spark of enthusiasm.

‘Tell me, Dmitri Nikolaitch,’ she began one 
day, sitting by the window at her embroidery-frame, 
‘shall you be in Petersburg in the winter?’

‘I don’t know,’ replied Rudin, as he let the 
book he had been glancing through fall upon 
his knee; ‘if I can find the means, I shall go.’

He spoke dejectedly; he felt tired, and had 
done nothing all day.

‘I think you are sure to find the means.’

Rudin shook his head.

‘You think so!’

And he looked away expressively.

Natalya was on the point of replying, but she 
checked herself.

‘Look.’ began Rudin, with a gesture towards
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