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dragon's nearness. Your pies have provided me with a wonderful idea. Hereafter we need have no more fear of the loong
. . . . Ho. General. Awaken your soldiers again. Let them march to the river."

For a week the King's army did no other labor than make mud pies. And liked it. The pies were given heat in giant ovens, were baked into stony hardness. Then they were placed throughout the palace, in windows, upon tables, chairs, upon chests and shelves,
high and low and everywhere. Even on the chimney tops were rows of glistening pies. The slightest misstep by a prowling dragon
would have caused a din most tremendous.

The royal dining table was a shining whiteness, covered with mud pies. So numerous were the pies of the princess that no room remained for food. But that was no cause for worry. The King merely ordered that his rice be placed upon a baked clay pie. Mandarins who visited the palace were much surprised at what they saw—a King eating from common clay. Nevertheless, their own
tables were soon covered with Princess Chin
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