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A sense of worth, a conscience of desert,

A high, unbroken haughtiness of heart;

That self-same stuff which erst proud empires sway'd,

Of which the conquerors of the world were made.

Capricious fate of man! that very pride

In Afric scourg'd, in Rome was deify'd.

No Muse, O[1] Qua-shi! shall thy deeds relate,

No statue snatch thee from oblivious fate!
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	↑ It is a point of honour among negroes of a high spirit to die rather than to suffer their glossy skin to bear the mark of the whip. Qua-shi had  somehow offended his master, a young planter with whom he had been bred up in the endearing intimacy of a play-fellow. His services had been faithful; his attachment affectionate. The master resolved to punish him, and persued him for that purpose. In trying to escape Qua-shi stumbled and fell; the master fell upon him; they wrestled long with doubtful victory; at length Qua-shi got uppermost, and, being firmly seated on his master's breast, he secured his legs with one hand, and with the other drew a sharp knife; then said, "Master, I have been bred up with you from a child; I have loved you as myself: in
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