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THE ABENCERRAGE.









That dell beneath, where e'en at noon of day

Earth's charter'd guest, the Sunbeam, scarce can stray;

Around, untrodden woods; and far above,

Where mortal footstep ne'er may hope to rove,

Bare granite cliffs, whose fix'd, inherent dyes

Rival the tints that float o'er summer skies;39[1]

And the pure glittering snow-realm, yet more high,

That seems a part of Heaven's eternity.



There is no track of man where Hamet stands,

Pathless the scene as Lybia's desert sands;

Yet on the calm, still air, a sound is heard

Of distant voices, and the gathering-word

Of Islam's tribes, now faint and fainter grown,

Now but the lingering echo of a tone.



That sound, whose cadence dies upon his ear,

He follows, reckless if his bands are near.

On by the rushing stream his way he bends,

And through the mountain's forest zone ascends;

Piercing the still and solitary shades

Of ancient pine, and dark, luxuriant glades,

Eternal twilight's reign:—those mazes past,

The glowing sunbeams meet his eyes at last,
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