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BOSTON.

June, 1890.

MR. JUSTICE CAMPBELL.

By Hon. Henry B. Brown.

THE sudden and wholly unexpected
death of Mr. Justice James V. Camp
bell, of the Supreme Court of Michigan, removes from that bench its oldest member,
both in years and length of service, and one
who has contributed as much as any other
to establish its fame as the leading judicial
tribunal of the West.

Judge Campbell was born in Buffalo, N. Y.,
Feb. 25, 1823, and consequently had completed his sixty-seventh year. His father
removed to Detroit when he was but three
years of age, and from that time until his
death he was thoroughly identified with the
history and growth of the State. He was
admitted to the bar in 1844, was immediately taken into one of the leading firms,
and soon established a successful and lucrative practice. Upon the reorganization of the Supreme Court in 1857, — an act which
was virtually the creation of a new court, — he
was, at the early age of thirty-four, elected
one of its justices, and was by successive
re-elections continued upon the bench until
his death.

He brought to the discharge of his new
duties a complete equipment of judicial qualifications, as masterful a knowledge of the
law as was possible in one of his years, a
fixed habit of industry, an amiable temper,
unblemished integrity, an innate love of justice, and that delicate appreciation of what
justice demands, known as the judicial temperament, which is of more value upon the
bench than brilliant parts or profound learning. He was conservative in his nature, a
champion of whatever the experience of ages
had shown to be safe and wise, and looked
with distrust upon any change which savored
of an encroachment upon time-honored principles of justice.

He loved the common law of England,
the law as administered by Coke and Mans
field and Kenyon. He loved its principles,
its pleadings, its practice, its juries, its judgments. He had a tender side even for its
technicalities, especially when put forward in
defence of the liberty of the citizen. He
was a stanch defender of the sanctity of the
person and domicil, and was never so happy
in his opinions as when vindicating his immunity from arrest without warrant, and
his right to a trial according to the ancient
forms of the law. He was even accused of an undue leaning toward the criminal, although his opinions went no further than to
insure him fair treatment and the unbiased
judgment of his peers. Upon these points
he was inflexible, and in one of his latest
official utterances (People v. McCord, 76
Mich. 200), he criticised with unexampled
severity the unfair methods used in the
detection of a crime. He had no sympathy with crime or criminals; his sole
desire was to see that justice was done
them.

He loved the rights of the people secured
to them by the Constitution, and was quick
to resent an invasion of its immunities. He
loved its spirit as well as its letter, — what
it implied as well as what it expressed. He
believed that back of all constitutions there
were immutable principles of justice, which


legislatures as well as individuals were bound
31









[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Green_Bag_(1889–1914),_Volume_02.pdf/260&oldid=13008492"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 19 February 2023, at 13:09.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






