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Late Ex-Chief Justice William Penn Lyon
of Wisconsin

By Duane Mowry

THE announcement of the death at
San Jose, California, on the 4th
of last April, of the Hon. William Penn
Lyon, a former Justice and Chief Jus
tice of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin,
brings to mind the public career of one
of Wisconsin's eminent citizens and
worthy public servants.
Justice Lyon ceased to be a member
of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin on
January 1, 1894, after having served as
one of its members for twenty-three
years, the last two years of which period
he was its Chief Justice ex officio. Prior
to his appointment to the bench of the
Supreme Court in 1871, Justice Lyon
was one of the judges of the Circuit
Court, having served in that capacity
for five years, his home town being
Racine. After his retirement from the
Supreme Court, Justice Lyon was one
of the members of the State Board of
Control, which had under its immediate
care and charge the several penal and
charitable institutions of the state. Re
cently Mr. Lyon had been living at the
home of a daughter, Mrs. J. O. Hayes, at
San Jose.
The subject of this notice was born
in Chatham, Columbia County, New

York, October 28, 1822. He was, there
fore, at the time of his death, in his
ninety-first year. His early education
was obtained in the country schools of
New York and in his father's store.
This was supplemented by a year's
training in select schools. In 1841, with
his father, he came to Wisconsin. He
began the study of law in 1844, and was
admitted to the bar in 1846. He moved
to Racine, Wis., in 1855, and lived there
until the breaking out of the Civil War.
He was district attorney of his county
and a member of the state legislature in
1859 and 1860, in the latter session being
elected speaker of the assembly.
Mr. Lyon's ancestors were Quakers, a
faith to which he always clung. Regard
less of his religious faith, however, when
Fort Sumter was fired upon, he raised a
company and went to the front as a part
of the Eighth Regiment, the famous
Eagle regiment. Later he was promoted
to the colonelcy of the Thirteenth regi
ment of Wisconsin volunteer infantry,
serving with bravery and distinction,
and was brevetted a brigadier-general
at the close of the war.
Justice Lyon's record on the bench of
the highest court in Wisconsin was above










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Green_Bag_(1889–1914),_Volume_25.pdf/270&oldid=9300863"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 30 May 2019, at 05:02.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






