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THE HAPPY HYPOCRITE




stretched himself at her feet. They were loth to enjoy their feast too soon. They dallied in childish anticipation. On the little rustic table Jenny built up the buns, one above another, till they looked like a tall pagoda. When, very gingerly, she had crowned the structure with the twelfth bun, her husband looking on with admiration, she clapped her hands and danced about it. She laughed so loudly (for, though she was only sixteen years old, she had a great sense of humour), that the table shook, and alas! the pagoda tottered and fell to the lawn. Swift as a kitten, Jenny chased the buns, as they rolled, hither and thither, over the grass, catching them deftly with her hand. Then she came back, flushed and merry under her tumbled hair, with her arm full of buns. She began to put them back in the paper bag.

“Dear husband,” she said, looking down to him, “why do not you smile too at my folly? Your grave face rebukes me. Smile, or I shall think I vex you. Please smile a little.”


But the mask could not smile, of course. It was made for a mirror of true love, and it was grave and immobile. “I am very much amused, dear,” he said, “at the fall of the buns, but my lips will not curve to a smile. Love of
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