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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book VI.



With bulwarks strong their city he enclosed,

Built houses for them, temples to the Gods,

And gave to each a portion of the soil.

But he, already by decree of fate

Had journey'd to the shades, and in his stead 15

Alcinoüs, by the Gods instructed, reign'd.

To his abode Minerva azure-eyed

Repair'd, neglecting nought which might advance

Magnanimous Ulysses' safe return.

She sought the sumptuous chamber where, in form 20

And feature perfect as the Gods, the young

Nausicaa, daughter of the King, reposed.

Fast by the pillars of the portal lay

Two damsels, one on either side, adorn'd

By all the Graces, and the doors were shut. 25

Soft as a breathing air, she stole toward

The royal virgin's couch, and at her head

Standing, address'd her. Daughter she appear'd

Of Dymas, famed for maritime exploits,

Her friend and her coeval; so disguised 30

Cærulean-eyed Minerva thus began.

Nausicaa! wherefore hath thy mother borne

A child so negligent? Thy garments share,

Thy most magnificent, no thought of thine.

Yet thou must marry soon, and must provide 35

Robes for thyself, and for thy nuptial train.

Thy fame, on these concerns, and honour stand;

These managed well, thy parents shall rejoice.
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