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Three in one leash; the intermediate rams

Bore each a man, whom the exterior two 605

Preserved, concealing him on either side.

Thus each was borne by three, and I, at last,

The curl'd back seizing of a ram, (for one

I had reserv'd far stateliest of them all)

Slipp'd underneath his belly, and both hands 610

Enfolding fast in his exub'rant fleece,

Clung ceaseless to him as I lay supine.

We, thus disposed, waited with many a sigh

The sacred dawn; but when, at length, aris'n,

Aurora, day-spring's daughter rosy-palm'd 615

Again appear'd, the males of all his flocks

Rush'd forth to pasture, and, meantime, unmilk'd,

The wethers bleated, by the load distress'd

Of udders overcharged. Their master, rack'd

With pain intolerable, handled yet 620

The backs of all, inquisitive, as they stood,

But, gross of intellect, suspicion none

Conceiv'd of men beneath their bodies bound.

And now (none left beside) the ram approach'd

With his own wool burthen'd, and with myself, 625

Whom many a fear molested. Polypheme

The giant stroak'd him as he sat, and said,

My darling ram! why latest of the flock

Com'st thou, whom never, heretofore, my sheep

Could leave behind, but stalking at their head, 630

Thou first was wont to crop the tender grass,
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