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A man of years maturer far than thine,

(For wise thy father is, and such art thou,

And easy is it to discern the son

Of such a father, whom Saturnian Jove 260

In marriage both and at his birth ordain'd

To great felicity; for he hath giv'n

To Nestor gradually to sink at home

Into old age, and, while he lives, to see

His sons past others wise, and skill'd in arms) 265

The sorrow into which we sudden fell

Shall pause. Come—now remember we the feast;

Pour water on our hands, for we shall find,

(Telemachus and I) no dearth of themes

For mutual converse when the day shall dawn. 270

He ended; then, Asphalion, at his word,

Servant of glorious Menelaus, poured

Pure water on their hands, and they the feast

Before them with keen appetite assail'd.

But Jove-born Helen otherwise, meantime, 275

Employ'd, into the wine of which they drank

A drug infused, antidote to the pains

Of grief and anger, a most potent charm

For ills of ev'ry name. Whoe'er his wine

So medicated drinks, he shall not pour 280

All day the tears down his wan cheek, although

His father and his mother both were dead,

Nor even though his brother or his son

Had fall'n in battle, and before his eyes.
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