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NEGRO YOUTH SPEAKS

Alain Locke 




The Younger Generation comes, bringing its gifts. They are the first fruits of the Negro Renaissance. Youth speaks, and the voice of the New Negro is heard. What stirs inarticulately in the masses is already vocal upon the lips of the talented few, and the future listens, however the present may shut its ears. Here we have Negro youth, with arresting visions and vibrant prophecies; forecasting in the mirror of art what we must see and recognize in the streets of reality tomorrow, foretelling in new notes and accents the maturing speech of full racial utterance.

Primarily, of course, it is youth that speaks in the voice of Negro youth, but the overtones are distinctive; Negro youth
speaks out of an unique experience and with a particular representativeness. All classes of a people under social pressure
are permeated with a common experience; they are emotionally welded as others cannot be. With them, even ordinary
living has epic depth and lyric intensity, and this, their material handicap, is their spiritual advantage. So, in a day when art
has run to classes, cliques and coteries, and life lacks more and more a vital common background, the Negro artist, out of the
depths of his group and personal experience, has to his hand almost the conditions of a classical art.

Negro genius to-day relies upon the race-gift as a vast spiritual endowment from which our best developments have
come and must come. Racial expression as a conscious motive, it is true, is fading out of our latest art, but just as surely the
age of truer, finer group expression is coming in—for race expression does not need to be deliberate to be vital. Indeed


at its best it never is. This was the case with our instinctive and quite matchless folk-art, and begins to be the same again
47
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