



	
	

	
	

	Page:The Osteology of the Reptiles.pdf/279

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been validated.

THE SUBCLASS PARAPSIDA
261


arboricolous, insectivorous, lizard-like reptile from the Lower Permian of Texas. Of Kadaliosaurus, unfortunately, the skull is unknown. Its slender bones were less hollow, and it has also numerous parasternal ribs, unknown in Araeoscelis.

Lower Permian. Araeoscelis Williston, Texas. Kadaliosaurus Credner, Germany.



Family Protorosauridae. Elongate reptiles with long neck and hind legs and hollow bones, from three to five feet in length. Skull imperfectly known, probably with an upper temporal opening only. Sclerotic plates in orbits. Prevomers, palatines, and pterygoid with small teeth. Vertebrae amphicoelous, with persistent intercentra. Seven cervicals, sixteen to eighteen dorsals, two or three sacrals, and a long tail. A single coracoid. Pelvis more or less plate-like, with probably a small pubo-ischiatic vacuity. Ribs single-headed, articulating with centrum, those of the cervical region very slender. Epipodials about as long as propodials, the hind legs much longer than the front. Humeri with ectepicondylar (?) foramen; nine or ten carpals, seven tarsals; phalangeal formula primitive, the digits long. Numerous abdominal ribs.
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Fig. 181. Skeleton of Protorosaurus (Protorosauria), modified from Seeley. About one tenth natural size.






Although the first-described fossil reptiles, the protorosaurs are still imperfectly known in the details of their structure, especially of the skull, pectoral, and pelvic girdles. In the elongation of the neck and the slender legs Protorosaurus very much resembles Araeoscelis, and doubtless had similar habits, whether or not the structure of the skull was the same. The numerous known specimens of Protorosaurus differ so much from each other that it is not at all improbable that they represent different genera.

Aphelosaurus is still more problematical, inasmuch as all that is known of it are the trunk and limbs. The limbs resemble those of










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Osteology_of_the_Reptiles.pdf/279&oldid=9192712"


		Category: 	Validated




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 11 April 2019, at 01:58.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






