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THEIR ELDERS

I




"If you insist on knowing my reasons," said Hermione,
"they are three, as nearly as I can take an inventory
at short notice. In the first place, I don't love him.
In the second place, I do love Orestes. In the third place,
Pyrrhus is a good deal of a brute, from all I hate heard,
and the strong-handed sort of husband doesn't appeal
to me. I wonder that you continue the discussion.
Let Pyrrhus come; I will look at him, as you wish, and
then he can go home. All this talk makes me care less
for him every day."

"If my object were merely to arrange a marriage
between you and Pyrrhus," said Helen, "I certainly
would not talk so much about it; I realise that the effect
may be as you say. You may come to hate the sound of
his name, and you may develop a strong dislike for me.
When you see him, perhaps you will like him in spite of all
that I have said in his favour. But however that may be,
I wish you to become acquainted with a few plain truths
about marriage, which most girls learn too late. It is your
education I have set my heart on, even more than your
marriage. If there were another way to bring the ideas
to your mind, I wouldn't put them into words. Forgive
me if I weary you, Hermione. Perhaps you could understand my point of view, if you made the effort; we of the
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