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THE VOW OF THE PEACOCK.









'Twas somewhat desolate, for wide

The myrtles swept from every side,

And weeds around the margin meet—

But there the very weeds are sweet.

    She sat her down, her glittering dress

Contrasting with the dark recess;

The orange buds that clustered there,

Shed their sweet leaves amid her hair;

And to the wave below her face

Lent, like a fairy gift, its grace.

Transient and fair,—e'en now 'tis past,

Some other shadow there is cast.

    She started from her mossy seat,

And both stood silent, pale, and still—

    Only was heard the heart's loud beat,

Only was heard the plaining rill.
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