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SAPPHO.









A shout that rose to heaven; and the hills,

The distant valleys, all rang with the name

Of the Æolian Sappho—every heart

Found in itself some echo to her song.

Low notes of love—hopes beautiful and fresh,

And some gone by for ever—glorious dreams,

High aspirations, those thrice gentle thoughts

That dwell upon the absent and the dead,

Were breathing in her music—and these are

Chords every bosom vibrates to. But she

Upon whose brow the laurel crown is placed,

Her colour's varying with deep emotion—

There is a softer blush than conscious pride

Upon her cheek, and in that tremulous smile

Is all a woman's timid tenderness:

Her eye is on a Youth, and other days
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