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Upon her wasted beauty. 'T was the brow,

The Grecian outline in its perfect grace,

That he had learnt to worship in his youth,

By gazing on that Magdalene, whose face

Was yet a treasure in his memory;

But sunken were the temples,—they had lost

Their ivory roundness, yet still clear as day

The veins shone through them, shaded by the braids,

Just simply parted back, of the dark hair,

Where grief's white traces mocked at youth. A flush,

As shame, deep shame, had once burnt on her cheek,

Then lingered there for ever, looked like health

Offering hope, vain hope, to the pale lip;

Like the rich crimson of the evening sky,

Brightest when night is coming. Guido took

Just one slight sketch; next morning she was dead!
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