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Then wilt thou remember what now seems to pass

Like the moonlight on water, the breath-stain on glass:

Oh! maiden, the lovely and youthful, to thee,

How rose-touched the page of thy future must be!

By the past, if thou judge it, how little is there

But flowers that flourish, but hopes that are fair;

And what is thy present? a southern sky's spring,

With thy feelings and fancies like birds on the wing.

As the rose by the fountain flings down on the wave

Its blushes, forgetting its glass is its grave:

So the heart sheds its colour on life's early hour,

But the heart has its fading as well as the flower.

The charmed light darkens, the rose-leaves are gone,

And life, like the fountain, floats colourless on.

Said I, when thy beauty's sweet vision was fled,

How wouldst thou turn, pining, to days like the dead!
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