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THE FESTIVAL.











And thou, thou pale dreamer! whose forehead

    Is flushed with the circle's light praise,

Oh! let it not dwell on thy spirit—

    How vain are the hopes it will raise!

The praise of the crowd and the careless,

    Just caught by a chance and a name,

Oh! take it as pleasant and passing,

    But never mistake it for fame!



Look for fame from the toil of thy midnight,

    When thy rapt spirit eagle-like springs;

But, for the gay circle now passing,

    Take only the butterfly's wings.

The flowers around us are fading—

    Meet comrades for revels are they;

And the lamps overhead are decaying—

    How cold seems the coming of day!
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