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THE VOW OF THE PEACOCK.









They leave the rocky coast that flings

Its gloom above their spreading wings;

They sweep before the rising gale,

The moonlight falls upon the sail;

With swelling canvass, snowy crest,

Like sea-birds in their plumage drest,

The tall ships come, that soon afar

Will bear Leoni to the war.



She watched them on their shining track,—

So looks the wretch upon the rack;

Tho' dews upon her forehead rise,

No tears are in her large wild eyes.

She starts, some strange and sudden thought

The crimson to her cheek has brought;

Her bitten lip is yet more white,

Her blue eye fills with eager light;
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