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And is this all?—the flush and glow—

When war's wild waves at morning flow?

Ah, no! night cometh, and she flings

The weight and darkness of her wings.

The tide has ebbed—the beach is left,

Of its bright panoply bereft;

The glittering waves that caught the sun—

Their light is past, their course is done:

The field is fought—who walketh there?—

The shadow victory casts—Despair!

    For the proud chief, in shining mail,

Comes the young orphan mute and pale;

For the red banner's radiant fold,

Some maiden rends her locks of gold;

For the war steed, with bit of foam,

The image of a desolate home.
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