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and a tiny patch of park surrounded a memorial fountain.
At the apex of the junction a small fire house
offered, through a wide doorway, an arresting glimpse
of red paint and shining brass. Clif paused to look
in at the apparatus, wondering why an alarm of fire
never came in while a fellow was on hand to get the
benefit of it! Beyond the fire house more residences
bordered the quiet stretch of recently sprinkled asphalt,
but they offered small interest to the boy and he crossed
to the other side of Oak Street and loitered back, stopping
before each window until he had exhausted its
possibilities for entertainment. He managed to kill
more than a half hour in this wise, and got back to
West Hall about half after five to find Number 17
empty and dark. The room, however, looked quite
cheerful after he had switched on the lights, and he
got a magazine he had brought with him and read
until a few minutes to six. He was still slicking down
his wet hair when a gong clanged thrice somewhere
below. He put out the lights and, suddenly aware of
a very healthy appetite, set out for the dining hall.
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