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been ascertained that the “Klage” is a foreign inferior appendage; 
at best, related only as epilogue to the main work: meanwhile, 
out of this “Nibelungen,” such as it was, there soon
proceeded new inquiries and kindred enterprises. For much as
the Poem, in the shape it here bore, was defaced and marred, it
failed not to attract observation: to all open-minded lovers of
poetry, especially where a strong patriotic feeling existed, the
singular antique “Nibelungen” was an interesting appearance.
Johannes Müller, in his famous “Swiss History,” spoke of it in
warm terms: subsequently, August Wilhelm Schlegel, through
the medium of the “Deutsche Museum,” succeeded in awakening
something like a universal popular feeling on the subject; and,
as a natural consequence, a whole host of Editors and Critics, of
deep and of shallow endeavour, whose labours we yet see in progress. 
The “Nibelungen” has now been investigated, translated,
collated, commented upon, with more or less result, to almost
boundless lengths: besides the Work named at the head of
this Paper, and which stands there simply as one of the latest,
we have Versions into the modern tongue by Von der Hagen,
by Hinsberg, Lachmann, Büsching, Zeune, the last in Prose, and
said to be worthless; Criticisms, Introductions, Keys, and so
forth, by innumerable others, of whom we mention only Docen
and the Brothers Grimm.

By which means, not only has the Poem itself been elucidated
with all manner of researches, but its whole environment has
come forth in new light: the scene and personages it relates to,
the other fictions and traditions connected with it, have attained
a new importance and coherence. Manuscripts, that for ages had
lain dormant, have issued from their archives into public view;
books that had circulated only in mean guise for the amusement
of the peeple, have become important, not to one or two virtuosos,
but to the general body of the learned: and now a whole System
of antique Teutonic Fiction and Mythology unfolds itself, shedding
here and there a real though feeble and uncertain glimmer over
what was once the total darkness of the old Time. No fewer than
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