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THE LAY OF THE NIBELUNGS.
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806.




As soon as night was ended  and the next daylight shone,

The packing-chests were open’d,  and many a precious stone

Shone bright on goodly raiment,  by lady’s hand shown forth.

Then was to sight unfolded  full many a robe of worth.







807.




Ere yet it was broad daylight  the knights and squires came out

Before the hall in numbers;  again began the rout

Or ever early mass had  before the king been sung.

Then thanks for featly riding  he gave the heroes young.







808.




Soon shrill and loud resounded  full many a trumpet-blast.

From drums and pipes together  there was a noise so vast,

That Worms, the great, wide city,  loud echoed to the call.

Upon their chargers mounted  the haughty heroes all.







809.




Throughout the land began then  a mighty tournament,

Where many a good knight tilted;  and thereto many went,

Whose youthful hearts and eager  beat high in gallant mood;

Behind their shields one saw them,  gay warriors and good.







810.




And at their windows seated  look’d down the stately dames

And beauteous, well-dight maidens,  intent to watch the games,

And see the merry jousting  of the bold knights below.

The host amongst his lieges  himself would riding go.







811.




Thus were the hours beguiléd,  and none did deem them long,

Until the minster-belfry  did call to evensong.

Then were brought round the palfreys;  the dames to ride began;

The noble queens were follow’d  by many a gallant man.
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