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1423.




From out the Huns’ dominions  the envoys swiftly went

To the Burgundian country;  for thither were they sent

Three noble kings to summon,  and eke their chivalry,

To come and visit Etzel:  so rode they speedily.







1424.




First were they on their journey  to Bechelaren brought;

The folk there served them gladly.  That he might fail in naught

By them unto the Rhineland  sent greeting Rüdeger,

As also did Gotlinda  and eke their daughter dear.







1425.




Nor did they send them further  without a proper meed,

Whereby the men of Etzel  made all the better speed.

To Uté and her children  sent message Rüdeger,

To say there lived no margrave  who meant them kindlier.







1426.




Unto Brunhilda also  a kindly greeting went,

Of good faith ever steadfast,  and friendliest intent.

When they these words had taken,  forth would the envoys fare:

That God in Heaven would keep them,  was Gotelinda’s prayer.







1427.




Ere yet the envoys fully  had cross’d Bavarian ground,

The ever-ready Werbel  the worthy bishop found.

What message for his kinsmen  upon the Rhine he told

Thereof I have no knowledge;  save that in ruddy gold







1428.




He gave the twain a token  before he let them ride.

Quoth Pilgerin the bishop:  “And could I at my side

See them, so were I happy,—  these sister’s sons of mine:

Scarce can I come to see them,  myself, unto the Rhine.”
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