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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
xxxiii


Dwarfs, and Cloaks of Darkness, and charmed Treasure-caves,
are heard of rather than beheld, the tidings of them seem to
issue from unknown space. Vain were it to inquire where that
Nibelungen-land specially is: its very name is Nebel-land or
Nifl-land, the land of Darkness, of Invisibility. The “Nibelungen
Heroes” that muster in thousands and tens of thousands, though
they march to the Rhine or Danube, and we see their strong
limbs and shining armour, we could almost fancy to be children
of the air. Far beyond the firm horizon, that wonder-bearing
region swims on the infinite waters; unseen by bodily eye, or at
most discerned as a faint streak, hanging in the biue depths,
uncertain whether island or cloud. And thus the “Nibelungen
Song,” though based on the bottomless foundations of Spirit, and
not unvisited of skyey messengers, is a real, rounded, habitable
Earth, where we find firm footing, and the wondrous and the
common live amicably together. Perhaps it would be difficult to
find any Poet of ancient or modern times, who in this trying
problem has steered his way with greater delicacy and success.

To any of our readers who may have personally studied the
“Nibelungen,” these high praises of ours will not seem 
exaggerated; the rest, who are the vast majority, must endeavour
to accept them with some degree of faith, at least of curiosity;
to vindicate, and judicially substantiate them would far exceed
our present opportunities. Nay in any case, the criticism, the
alleged Characteristics of a Poem are so many Theorems, which
are indeed enunciated, truly or falsely, but the Demonstration of
which must be sought for in the reader’s own study and experience.
Nearly all that can be attempted here, is some hasty epitome of
the mere Narrative; no substantial image of the work, but a
feeble outline and shadow. To which task, as the personages and
their environment have already been in some degree illustrated,
we can now proceed without obstacle.


The “Nibelungen” has been called the Northern Epos; yet it has, in great part, a Dramatic character: those thirty-nine Aventiuren (Adventures), which it consists of, might be so many
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