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ON THE NIBELUNGEN LIED.
xxxix


by the hand, and with fond stolen glances they looked at each
other. Whether in that ceremonial joining of hands there might
not be some soft, slight pressure, of far deeper import, is what
our Singer will not take upon him to say; however, he thinks the
affirmative more probable. Henceforth, in that bright May
weather, the two were seen constantly together: nothing but
felicity around and before them.—In these days, truly, it must
have been that the famous Prize-fight, with Dietrich of Bern and
his Eleven Lombardy Champions, took place, little to the profit
of the two Lovers; were it not rather that the whole of that 
Rosegarden transaction, as given in the “Heldenbuch,” might be
falsified and even imaginary; for no mention or hint of it occurs
here. War or battle is not heard of; Siegfried the peerless walks
wooingly by the side of Chriemhild the peerless; matters, it is
evident, are in the best possible course.

But now comes a new side-wind, which, however, in the long-run 
also forwards the voyage. Tidings, namely, reached over the
Rhine, not so surprising we might hope, “that there was many a
fair maiden;” whereupon Gunther the King “thought with himself 
to win one of them.” It was an honest purpose in King
Gunther, only his choice was not the discreetest. For no fair
maiden will content him but Queen Brunhild, a lady who rules
in Isenland, far over sea, famed indeed for her beauty, yet no less
so for her caprices. Fables we have met with of this Brunhild
being properly a Valkyr, or Scandinavian Houri, such as were
wont to lead old northern warriors from their last battle-field
into Valhalla; and that her castle of Isenstein stood amidst a
lake of fire: but this, as we said, is fable and groundless calumny,
of which there is not so much as notice taken here. Brunhild, it
is plain enough, was a flesh-and-blood maiden, glorious in look
and faculty, only with some preternatural talents given her, and
the strangest wayward habits. It appears, for example, that any
suitor proposing for her has this brief condition to proceed upon;
he must try the adorable in the three several games of hurling
the Spear (at one another), Leaping, and throwing the Stone: if
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